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To: National Park Authority, 16 December 2022 
From: Dr Simone Lowthe-Thomas, Director of Nature Recovery & Climate Change 
 Rebecca Price, Ecologist 
 
 

Biodiversity Update: Section 6 Duty Report 
 
 

Decision Required YES ☒ / NO ☒ Agenda Item 6 

 

Recommendation 

Note the contents of this paper 

 

 

Key Messages 

To briefly update on the Authority’s second Section 6 Duty Report (which is 
underway) in fulfilment of its statutory obligations under the Environment Act 
(Wales) 2016 (Part I: Sustainable Management of Natural Resources). 

 

To highlight the Authority’s statutory obligations to meet Section 6 of The 
Environment Act. (Wales) 2016. 

 

The Final report will be shared with Members once it is complete and ready for 
submission to Welsh Government, by the end of 2022 deadline. 

 
  



Brecon Beacons National Park Authority  NPA 16-12-2022 

2 of 5 

Background 

 
It’s a stark fact that biodiversity continues to dramatically decline internationally. This 
is a trend from which the UK’s Protected Landscapes, including the Brecon Beacons 
National Park, are not exempt. We are in a period of ongoing resource constraints 
when biodiversity faces increasing pressures from agricultural change, local 
development, climate change and the spread of invasive non-native species. The dual 
climate change and biodiversity crises, and other factors present some very real 
challenges for nature recovery and land management within the National Park. 
 
The Brecon Beacons National Park Authority (BBNPA) has a statutory requirement 
(placed on all Public Authorities in Wales) under Section 6 Part 1 of the Environment 
Act (Wales) 2016 to demonstrate how the Authority will “seek to maintain and 
enhance biodiversity in the proper exercise of their functions and in doing so promote 
the resilience of ecosystems”.  
 
The emphasis of the Section 6 Duty is that public authorities should embed the 
consideration of biodiversity and ecosystems into their early thinking and business 
planning, including any policies, plans, programmes, and projects as well as their day-
to-day activities. Each function of a public authority should consider where and how 
they can maintain and enhance biodiversity and promote resilience.  
 
To comply with the Section 6 Duty, public authorities must prepare and publish a plan 
setting out what they propose to do to maintain and enhance biodiversity and promote 
resilience. A report on what the public authority has done to comply with the duty must 
be published by the end of 2019 and then every three years after this date. The 
Authority’s second Section 6 Duty Report under the Environment Act (Wales) is 
underway and on target for submission to Welsh Government by the end of this year. 
The report will also be published on the Wales Biodiversity Partnership website1 to 
enable public review and help further promote the need for a collective approach to 
helping reverse the decline of biodiversity in Wales. 
 
As outlined in the Authority’s previous Corporate Plans - the Brecon Beacons National 
Park Management Plan and Nature Recovery Action Plan will cover the requirement 
for a Section 6 Duty Plan. The embedding of a Section 6 Duty Plan within a public 
body’s key plans (rather than having a standalone S6 Plan) is an approach that 
receives support within Welsh Government’s Section 6 Duty guidance.  
 
Second Section 6 Report – Project based highlights  

 
Despite some challenges over this reporting period there is much work to showcase. 
The examples of exemplar project work contained within the report demonstrates the 
Authority’s commitment to biodiversity. It also helps showcase the work that can be 
achieved, to help lever more funding and garner support from more partners.  
 

                                                           
1 https://www.biodiversitywales.org.uk/Biodiversity-Duty-Reporting  

https://www.biodiversitywales.org.uk/Biodiversity-Duty-Reporting
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BBNPA is considered one of Wales’ leading practitioners in upland peatland 
restoration and its expansive peatland restoration programme and the Park’s role 
within peatland conservation in Wales, continues to be a highlight. Work includes: 

 A BBNPA Peatland Strategy has been completed, in consultation with Natural 
Resources Wales (NRW), Dwr Cymru and Swansea University. 

 Assisted NRW to complete the National Peatlands Action Programme. Member 
of the national Peatland Practitioners Working Group chaired by NRW and the 
Peatland Monitoring Working Group. 

 The Wales Peatlands Sustainable Management Scheme (SMS) project (in which 
the NPA was a steering Group and project delivery partner) has been completed. 
This was Wales’ second largest SMS project (after the Black Mountains Land 
Use Partnership SMS in which the NPA took a lead role). 

 Peatland restoration and upland path restoration works have taken place on 
multiple sites across the Park, involving various techniques. The protection and 
restoration of an estimated 1,0000 ha of upland peatland in the BBNPA has been 
delivered, funded through NRW’s Strategic Allocation Fund, Sustainable 
Landscapes Sustainable Places scheme and other grants.  

 A Peatlands Project Officer was appointed. It is hoped the post’s fixed term 
contract can be extended to help ensure the delivery of the peatlands 
programme. 

 BBNPA version of Peatlands Rapid Assessment methodology developed and 
upland peatland survey volunteer group established. Field surveys underway to 
ground truth existing peatland extent and depth data for the Park.  

 The National Park will spend over a million pounds in the next three years on 
peat restoration works, and this figure is set to increase considerably in 
recognition of the importance Welsh Government has placed on conserving 
peatlands.  

 
BBNPA is a core Partner within the Brecon Beacons Local Nature Partnership 
(BBLNP). On behalf of the LNP the Authority commissioned the development of a 
suite of Ecological Resilience Mapping. Delivered by a collaboration of two Welsh 
LERCs this evidence gathering exercise utilised available information to take a first 
step in trying to capture visually what ecological resilience “looks like”. The results 
were well received at a launch event in 2021 attended by over 50 partners, including 
WG officials and NRW experts. The Authority and Partners continue to explore the 
mapping (available online via the “BBNP LNP Nature Recovery Tool”), which was 
intended as a live tool to be updated and improved as new information is available.  
 
Thanks to WG Local Places for Nature (LP4N) Capital and Revenue funding (2020-
23), the Authority has been able to host a LNP Projects Officer, who has overseen a 
suite of local nature recovery projects - including working with five key communities to 
establish Local Community Nature Recovery Sites and currently a pilot Native 
Wildflower Seed Harvesting Project. This forms part of longer-term goals to 
establish greater availability of local provenance plants for BBNP projects and 
schemes. BBLNP also led a successful WG Challenge Fund bid for £107k to secure 
habitat enhancement works in the Amman Valley, in Partnership with Initiative for 
Nature Conservation Cymru (INCC), local farmers and landowners and neighbouring 
LNPs.  
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BBNPA’s involvement in the LP4N programme and associated LNP Cymru 
Partnership is seen as vital for capacity building, awareness raising and 
implementation of nature recovery goals in line with the Park’s Nature Recovery Action 
Plan (NRAP). As we hit year 3 of the NRAP, the Authority will be working with LNP 
Partners in the coming months to undertake a full review of actions and progress to 
date.  
 
Much of the Authority’s work for biodiversity also delivers positive outcomes and 
well-being benefits for people.  

 The Education team have engaged with over 8,000 children on key biodiversity 
messages, including production of games and activities available on-line during 
the pandemic, sessions with local schools and teaching staff to advise on school 
grounds biodiversity and learning enhancements, a live climate Action online 
session to over 100 schools exploring the benefits of healthy peat in our uplands, 
and hosting of an Earth Day “Invest in our planet” themed celebration day for 
Youth Emergency Service cadets at the National Park Visitor Centre (attended 
by over 70 cadets who engaged in various conservation works in the wildlife 
garden and grounds).  

 The inspirational “Beaches 2 Beacons” Project has also seen the Education and 
Communities Team join forces with Neath Port Talbot Council’s children-in-care 
team to support children aged 11-16 years who might not otherwise spend time 
outdoors, to engage with nature through a variety of activity days and completion 
of a John Muir Award. 

 The creation of a new Youth Warden Scheme also offers a new, exciting and 
adventurous outdoors programme for young people aged 15-18 years. 12 Youth 
Wardens meet once a month during the academic year engaging in activities 
such as wildlife surveys, tree planting and path maintenance and working 
towards a John Muir Award. 

 
Looking ahead to 2023; the NPA is a key Partner within the £9 million Four Rivers for 
LIFE programme, led by NRW and covering a wide range of biodiversity enhancement 
measures. BBNPA will be involved at both a governance and delivery level within the 
River Usk component, including an INNS programme which benefits from the in-house 
INNS expertise which the Park has established. 
 
The timing of the Section 6 Biodiversity Duty Report, alongside the current review of 
the National Park Management Plan provides a great opportunity to further strengthen 
and embed biodiversity and nature recovery within the NPA’s core strategic document 
and thus the work of the Authority. 
 
Relation to Authority Priorities 

 
The National Park Authority has a statutory requirement under Section 6 Part 1 of the 
Environment Act (Wales) 2016 to demonstrate how the Authority will “seek to maintain 
and enhance biodiversity in the proper exercise of their functions and in doing so 
promote the resilience of ecosystems”, and to provide a second report by the end of 
December 2022.  
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The Section 6 Duty report showcases the breadth of work which the Authority has 
delivered to support biodiversity and the measures which it has taken to ensure 
biodiversity is embedded within key polices, plans and decision making. This all 
demonstrates how the Authority is meeting its commitments under Section 6.   
 
Since the last report, a joined-up monitoring and evidence base across the Authority’s 
plans, activities and responsibilities remains an area where there is work to do. The 
development of the new National Park Management Plan provides an opportunity to 
align planning, monitoring, and reporting mechanisms across the Authority’s work. 
This will enhance future Section 6 reports and help to more routinely demonstrate how 
the many activities are amassing and impacting on nature recovery goals, within the 
National Park and Wales. 

 
Impact Analysis 

 
Financial – Not applicable, paper for noting only. 
 
Legal – Not applicable, paper for noting only.  
 
Diversity - Not applicable, paper for noting only. 
 
Human Resources - Not applicable, paper for noting only. 
 
Sustainability – Not applicable, paper for noting only. 
 
Risk 

 
This paper is for noting only and as such, no risks have been identified. 
 
Conclusion and Next Steps 

 
The Section 6 Duty Report is underway. Once completed it will be shared with Welsh 
Government as evidence of the Authority’s work to fulfill its obligations under the 
Environment Act (Wales). The report will be published on the Wales Biodiversity 
Partnership website2 to enable public review and help further promote the need for a 
collective approach to helping reverse the decline of biodiversity in Wales.  
 
The report will be available to review the Authority’s Section 6 Duty Plan and inform 
any adjustments to the approach taken.  
 

                                                           
2 https://www.biodiversitywales.org.uk/Biodiversity-Duty-Reporting  

https://www.biodiversitywales.org.uk/Biodiversity-Duty-Reporting

